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the chief crops, but they are grown mainly to provide food for milch
cows, dairying and the fattening of calves being important pur-
suits. The Campine may, indeed, be the seat of considerable
economic activity in the future. About 1900 coal was discovered
tinder more recent formations, and various soundings which have
since been taken encourage the belief that the resources of the
region are very considerable. But there are great difficulties in
the way of exploiting the coal owing to the depth at which it lies
and the water-logged nature of the covering ground; in some cases
freezing is necessary before the pits can bg lined. The field is,
however, proving of considerable value, as it produces bituminous
and gas coal, in which Belgium is deficient. The output had ex-
ceeded 3,000,000 tons before the recent depression.
COMMUNICATIONS. Over the greater part of Belgium geogra-
phical conditions favour the free movement of railways, and it
is only in the south that their distribution is affected, except in a
minor degree, by the physical features of the land. Brussels, upon
which many of the most important lines converge, may be regarded
as the centre of the whole system. It is connected witfe the French
Northern Railway by two lines, one of which goes to Calais by
Toumai and Lille, and the other to Paris by Mons and Maubeuge.
From Maubeuge another line, connecting Paris and Berlin, runs
by the Sambre and the Meuse past Charleroi and Namur to Lie"ge
whence it goes by Venders to Aachen, and then on to Cologne,
Namur, which has direct communication with- Brussels, is con-
nected with Paris by a line which follows the Meuse and its
tributary the Virouin, and joins the Northern Railway at Hirson.
From this railway there breaks off a branch, which, after running
along the valley of the Lesse, joins a line which has come by the
valley of the Ourthe from Liege (like Namur in direct communication
with Brussels) and then continues its course southwards by Luxem-
bourg to Metz. North of Brussels the most important railway is that
which runs by Mechlin and Antwerp towards Amsterdam. From
Mechlin one line going by Ghent, which is connected with Antwerp,
joins the railway from Brussels to that town, and proceeds by Courtrai
to Lille or by Bruges to Ostend, a packet station for the United
Kingdom; while another meets the Brussels-Liege line at Louvain.
There are over 1,000 miles of good waterway in Belgium, 900
miles of which are owned by the State. The lower Scheldt and